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Know Your Housepower 
 Electrical Campaign

You know the horse-power of your car, but do you 
know the "housefX)wer" of your home?

Not many people do—and that's why hundreds of 
thousands of Americans each year are continuing1 to buy
supposedly "modern"
whose smart new exteriors con­ 
ceal a 1926-vintage electrical 
wiring system.

The term "housepower" has 
hern devised hy the electrical 
Industry as part, of a program to 
help warn prospective home

buyers against antiquated wir­ 
ing system* which would rob 
them of the comforts and con­ 
veniences of modern electrical 
living.

"Know your housepower" Is 
one phase of a nation-wide cam-
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to help Americans "Live 
Better . . . Electrically." The 
campaign, beginning in April, 
has the hacking of the entire 
electrical Industry.

"No home purchaser should 
settle /or less than 100 arripere 
electrical capacity," declared G. 
L. Blanchard, district manager 
of Southern California Edison 
company. "Nevertheless, many 
new b'0-amp homes still are be­ 
ing built.

"Only by Insisting on ample 
housepower can home purchas­ 
ers be sure of obtaining the 
amount of current necessary to 
accommodate electric ranges, 
dryers, air conditions, washers, 
sun lamps, mixers, and the 
scores of other appliances that 
make life so much more com- 
iortable and pleasant."

The difference in cost be­ 
tween a first class wiring job
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and an Inadequate one is rela­ 
tively small and can scarcely be 
noticed in long-term financing 
of a house, Blanc-hard pointed 
out. On the average, adequate 
housepower costs only 4 per 
cent of the total building bud­ 
get

In 1926, when standards for 
electrical wiring in Los An­ 
geles county were adopted, 
there were fewer than 10 elec­ 
trical appliances in general use.

By 1940, this total had jump­ 
ed to 33 and hy 1958, there 
were at least 99 electrical appli­ 
ances iti common household 
use, in addition to 18 hobby 
shop electrical tools.

Home owners with insuffi­ 
cient housepower for their elec­ 
trical needs can have their 
houses re-wired at relatively 
modest expense, Blanchard 
pointed out.

"Modern electrical contrac­ 
tors have developed many In­ 
genious methods of threading 
wires through walls and under 
floors without inconvenience or 
damage to the house. Home im­ 
provement loans for financing 
such projects can be obtained 
from banks or other lending in­ 
stitutions. In addition to open­ 
ing the door to a host of mod­ 
ern conveniences, up-to-date 
wiring means that the house 
wil command a higher rental or 
sale price."

Residential consultants at all 
Krlison branch offices are avail­ 
able to offer fre<» consultation 
and advice to home-owners who 
are considering modernizing 
their electrical systems, Blan­ 
chard said.

DII> YOU KNOW that the 
classified ads of the Torrance 
Press are one of the most valu­ 
able parts of th« paper? 
Whether you want to sell, 
trad«». buy, or even want a baby 
sitter for evening, classified is 
there for you. Read and adver­ 
tise, won't you? You won't be 
be sorry! Just call FA. 8-2345.

____.. . /i V.
Anna Grancell was honored with a birthday party held for her 
recently at which time the charter for the new Anna Grancell 
Mt. Sinai Hospital auxiliary was presented. Taking part in the 
ceremony are: (l-r) George J. Heltzer, Mt. Sinai president; Mrs. 
Evelyn Davis, chapter president; and Mrs. Grancell. Mrs. Toby 
Silverman, auxiliary director, is shown in the background.
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